[Clear cell carcinoma of the ovary simulating a yolk sac tumor].
Clear cell carcinoma (CCC) of the ovary is uncommon. In young patients, this tumor may simulate a yolk sac tumor. In this case, the morphologic distinction between these tumors is often difficult but the immunohistochemical staining for CA125 and alpha foeto protein (AFP) and the response to chemotherapy are particularly helpful to resolve this problem of differential diagnosis. We report a case of a 17 year old patient who was operated for a tumor of the right ovary. The diagnosis of a yolk sac tumor was first suggested. However, because of the non response to chemotherapy, a second laparotomy was performed; the definitive pathologic examination concluded to the diagnosis of a CCC of the ovary. The young age and the immunohistochemical staining for AFP are unusual and misleading features for a CCC. Our objective about this particular case is to discuss the anatomoclinical aspects of the CCC of the ovary and to prove the role of immunohistochemistry in the differential diagnosis.